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PREFACKE 


p nteref, is awordof ſeveral definitions, but that 
WP, which in Creatures, hating reaſon or ſenſe, ts pre- 
| 2-8 fervation and propagation, ts that 11 a State which 
> I mean by Intereſt ; andthis ts either Domeſlick 


7-4 Jooking inward, as relating to the particular frame 


and kind of Government , or Foretgn looking 


outwards, as regarding ſuch alterations abroad, as may be of good 
0k evil conſequence toa State ; ond ſuch counſels, deliberations, 
-Or 441075, 4s may improve good, or prevent evil, are, wyny-: - 5 
the Intereſt of & Nation, and the contrary againſiit. AnY* 
the words thus, the proſperity , or adverſity, if not »9e life and 
death of a State, i bound up in the otſerving or xg |eaing its 18- 


tereſt. For as no Country was ever unhappy, that fe ollowed it, ſo 
none ever preſpered ( except by chance) that ſorſook or miſſed it ; 
and codſequently , it is matter of the geateſt concernmens to s. 
Prince,to ſtudy, and make himſelf x-aſter of it ,that tn keeping bis | 


Counſellors in awe, by bis own kwwledge and experience , 1 mat - 
ters of State, he may has his affairs the better and faithfuller 


proſecuted; bit in ſeg-ching for bis Intereſt , he ought to be 
exceeding careful Pp of not being miſled by former examples 5 
mhich are to Zolitians , as of old, the Stars to Navigators, 


rightly urder food ,, the beft Guide, and miſtaken , the mat 
dangerom. For Intereſt in all Countreys #& changeable, that 


witch was tn one Age , ot being  alwayes the fame 1# the 


next, as the-Crowns of ' Spain and France do- ſufficiently evince. 


For Spain being by corruption in Counſellors, and Miniſters of - 


State, frand,oppreſſion, and couſ enage tn Officers, and Servants, 
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: © ©  Fhe Preface. PE, 
-with perſecution in the Church, and ſeverity m G ernment, 
eauſing ſeveral Revolts, brought at this time lowzand into a lan- 
gurſhing congition , the Interest of the European Prixces , is 
changed from that of being againſt the Houſe of Auſtria, and for 
France, to that of berng for it , and againſt France , the latter 
Leing at preſent , under more than ſuſpition, that hauing now 
ot the aavantage of Spain , they ten to improve it to an unt- 
verſal Monarchy, as Spain formerly deſigned. But as a Prince 
' ought to be fludious indiſcovering of his Intereſt, ſo tobe ſolict- 
zo in examining the Integrity of Counſels gruen him , leſt by 
corrupt Coutſellors, he ſhouldbe put ( for private ends) upors 
deſigns prejudicial, if not contrary and deſtrutive tothe Intereſt 
of his Conmtrey. Andbecauſe the wiſdome, or defefs of Prin- 
ces, appears much 14 thetr choice of Counſellors and Miniſtergnof 
State ('who under them, are the managers of their Intereſts) 
there ez2ht to be 14 the elefHton of ſuch , a ſpecial eye tothery 
principles, as well as azilites, avoiding with care,, all avari- 
cons perſons, as men, who for advantage, will upon all occaſions, 
191Fafe, and deſert all fidelity, the chief tngrediext of a good Coun- 
re For when men hauing parts without honeſty, they are but 
the greater inſtruments of miſchief ; and we find that little 
more thai compny parts afſiled with mtegrity , induſtry ,and di- 
lygence, have done , and do the greateſt things in the world -: 
Nay, that ordinary parts, with ſuch qualifications, ds. more than 
the ſublineſt without them, the art of Government , not bein 
fo myſterzous S a State Monoprliſts would make it . honeſty ( 45 
King James uſed to'ſay) being th: leſt policy, and ſurely, that is 
the beſt Government , that provides mift "for the imployment of 
the Honeſte# men. Por as no State can flauyjſh , where their 
-Intere # 1s not purſued, o publick Intereſt will neyoy be the Ry le, 
where Connſellors are not faithful; and when publick Principles 
do not govern men, private Intere/t will, and yender their 
 Countrey as Merchandize for the highe Chapman ; ;ſo that al- 
"though the Notion that Intere# cannot lye 1s true, yet it is not 
(22 Subjets) ſingly to betrufted. Por ſince private, worldly, 
ard carnal Tntereſt ( which in perſons manting honeſty us al- 
"wayes mercenary) may be changed by the bribing bounty of other 
; |  aprancess 
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The Preface. 


Princes, or States; it's 4 great Exror in thoſe, + underſflanding #7 


fonts. zo rely upon their Counſellors, or Officers, with- 
out examining, whether thetr Counſels and Aftions are purſuant 
of, and conſonant to their Intereſt ; "oy yet 1 great truſts, to 
preſume upon any other qualifications tn Counſellors, and Crusl 
and Military Miniſters, then either traly religiow, or truly ho- 
nourable moral principles, which cannot change,, as private. ſim- 
ple Intereſt, not bottomed-upon the one, or the other principle, 
will-ſurely do according to the greatneſs of temptations ©  'and 
therefore, as upon good or bai Counſellors, and Minifters, de- 
pends the happineſs or :mfelicity of a Prance," and State , Stvr 
Water Rawleig' affirming, that 4 Commonwealth ts:more -ſe- 
cure where the Prince 1s not g00a, then where the Minifiers are 
bad, ſo they cannot ſhew more wiſdome, then inſignally reward- 
ing, and incouraging the former, and exemplary puniſhing the 
latter. -1 know that Counſels are not alwayzes to be judged of, 
according to ſucceſs, 1t betrg prſſele, that honeſt and-well groun- 
ded Connſels may miſcarry, and to puntſh men in ſuch cafes gvere t0 
diſcourage the ableſt and moſt UVirtuous Perſons from ſery;ng of 
their Prince or State 5 but ſometimes deſigns are written 18 ſuch 
large charaRers of ſelffiſhneſs and corruption , the foundations 
of them being laid tn lyes, and forgeries, as ts legibleto every 
mmpartial Eye; and when ſuch appears, by a true diſcovery lipon 
12quiry, the Crimimals ought to be made examples to poſterity, * 

Formerly the affairs of Chriſtendone were-ſuppeſed 'to be. cheijiy 


4 ſwayed Ly the two great powers of Auſtria (nheremm Spain un- 


derfiood) and France : from whom other Princes and States 
der tued their Peace. and warr, according to the.ſeveral parties 
they adhered unto. But now the puiſſance of the former being: fo 
-much abated, that it deſeryves no rank above its Netzhbours, 
France of the two, remains the only formidable Potentate, of 
whoſe greatneſs, all Princes and Sates are 45 much concerned to 
be jealomi, as formerly they were of that of Auſtria. For, com- 
. ſidering the French King, in relation to France, ſtored with 
; good Officers, Men, Money, and Ammunition, to bis ſeveral 
. augmentations gained from all his Neighbours, by conqueſt, ex- 
.change, or purchaſe (as from Spain, Italy, Germany, Lorrain, 
- ap 


9 ad e | 4 


4: | — The Preface, 0 
aud the Spagiſh Netherlands) g:uing bim free paf «ve into their 
. ſeveral Dominons, and to bis preſent Naual 
+ The late Duth ww. ftrength, imcreaſed lately by an unhappy acci- 
dent i he is accommodated for any Deſign his 
. ambition ſhall prompt him to, or at leaſt, ſhould the fickly and 
peak young King of Spaln dye childleſs, to diſpute uncontrealatly, 
bis right to all the Countreys 4 Europe belowging to that Cronn, as 
alſo to contend for the Imperial digntty > ſhould he ſuryive the 
' preſent Emperout, if be fiayes tallthen : and if bi aims maybe 
gueſſed at by the writings of his Subjefis , which are commonly 
the tranſcripts or preſages if their Princes ſenge ard mind, he pre= 
tends to all the Lands, lying on bis fide the River Rhein, as le. 
longing tothe antient Kingdome of Auſtratia,(his ſuppoſed imhe. 
ritance) which cauſed a learyed man of Strasbourg (who ſuſ.. 
peed their Commonwealth to be fliruck at) tomaintain 11 writing 


( ſome few years pat) the Rights of their City againſt all preten- 


ders. And thus upon the whole , conſidering France furniſhed 
with a King, not wanting high thoughts or .aftity , leſt cannct 
-be expefed from bim , than to deſign an univerſs! wonarchy, 
which conſequently makes it the Commons 1nitere $1 of ali European 
Princes and States ( 46 they value thetr own ſafety) to unite, for 
the keeping of him within bounas and limits. | 

zd now as England & rot the leaft inthe general concern 
of Europe, and becauſe ſeated by it ſelf, and divided by the Sea 
from all other Nations, 1 ſhall begin with it. | 
"7 


December 37. 
1670, 


PRESENT INTEREST 


ENGLAND 


STATED. 


Olding it neceſſary in the Diſcourſing of Eng- 
lazd, to conſider irs Domeſtick, and forreign - 
> W. [Intereſts ſeverally ;I ſhall obferve rhat-method, 


ana handle them difſtintly, beginning with the firſt. 


The 1fle of Great Br:tain, of which England is 


| the moſt conſiderable part, and that which is chiefly ta- 
| ken notice of in the VWorld, having the advantage of an 


Hland, in being divided from all other. Countries, by the 
Ocean: Narrowand Northers Seas is notfubje& to thoſe in- - 
curſions that Contiguous Countries are, not SG danger 


from abroad whilſt itsNaval firength is preſerved, by keeping 


| Sagas {7 1n good repair, and their Martiners in couraged 


by good uſage: Neither is it fit for foreign acquiſitions, in 
regard of the uncertainty of wind and weather, and charge- 
ableneſs of tranſportation. but contenting themſelves with 
the bounds that providence hath giventhem, makiog ic their 
deſigne to improve rheir advantage tor tradegto increaſe their: 
reataeſs at,home, is their. firſt Domeftick intereſt , for as- 
Fledefeaceisthe chick intereſt of every Creature, Natural or: 
II SM  Poli--- 
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.c{pceially at Sea, nor able to maintain a- ſufficient Naval- 


3 guard, 'or defend themſelves againſt their powerfy| Neigh- 
2 boars ; ſo Trade muſt be the principal Intereſt of £z212xd. 
And this Nature ſcems to admontſh them unto,” prohtbiring 
their afteting Foreign Conqueſts, by placing them with 
advantages as they arc an Iſland. Firſt, for preſervation, and 
without much for auzmentation.. Secondly, for viewing the 
aRions of their Netghbcurs, and qualitying them with 
mighr, and ſtrength fufhicientro render them Arbicrators in 
ti cir. diffcrences. And thirdly, for advancing both their 
Home, and Foretgn Traffick, in endowing them with Natu- 
ral helps for Trade beyond all other Countries :.. As wh 
plenty of ſtaple Gommodites, 1incom paſſing thcm with pro- 
titab'cand rich Seas, convenient and ſafe Havens, and Bayes, 
bo!d Coaſts, Rivers and good Ports, all affording manter of 
encouragement for foreignCommerce,tncomparable means in 
their many harbours for increaſing of their Navigation , and 
great invicattons to ſtrangers to make ule of theſeadvantages 
; 11 trading with the Countrie. And yet befides theſe Natural 
hejps, Englazd hath further the advantage of all other Coun- 
tries, in ſome cuſtoms, and practiſes ; As 1n that of breeding 
the younger Sonsof Gentlemen, and ſometimes of the No- 
bility, to the Miniſtry, Law, Trade, and Phyſick , without 
prejudice to their Gentility, their Heralds not requiring ſo- 
much as any reſtauration io ſach caſes; although it frequett- 
ly falls out, that Gentlemen, during rheir'Apprentiſhips to 
Trades, come by rhe death of their eldcr Brothers to be Bar-- 
ronets.In which particular, E-gland may well be ſaid tocotne- 
neareſt unto antient Prudence, ahd Tight Reaſor, of - al] other 
Nations. : For if no Country can berich or flouriſh 'withour- 
Trade, as indiſputable it-cannot, nor be moreor leſs confi- 
derable, but according tothe proportion it hath'of: Com- 
merce; -and that antiently men were eſtecmed;, - honoured, . 
and dignificd accordins to the beticfit, and'commediry- rheir- 
Conntry had received by them; the Traders of a Nation 


ought to moſt enconraged , and Trade accounted = 
moſe 


[7 


Politick, and as withont trade,no'Nation ean be formidable, 
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moſt honourable of all profeſſions, Secondly ,' by their 


greateſt nobility , marrying with all 'degrees,- where for-- 


runes anſwers their qualities. Thirdly, in his Majeſties Pre- 


rogative , for dignifying men of acquired eſtates, as he ſees. 


cauſe. And fourthly,in that the ſingle poſſeffion of eſtates;ren- 


ders in reputation the owners of them Gentlemen , all being 


vaſt benefits to the Nation, (which other Countreys are 
ſtrangers unto) in preventing idleneſs in their numerous 
Gentry, and inconraging induſtry in all forts of people, ln 


Germany, Denmark, Sweden, and Poland, it is eſteemed be-. 


low the equality ofa Gentleman, to be bred toeither Trade, 
Law, Miniſtry,or Phylick : (except that among the Papilts, 
ſome are bred to.che Church to get great eſtates, that leav- 
ing no known poſterity, they may thereby advance their 
families, as they many times doin Germeny, Italy, and other 
places.) Neither will the greateſt fortunes tempt them to 
marry itfto the families of any of theſe Callings , they 
chooſing to live miſerably , as many of them do, rather tha 
co match under their degree, or at leaſt, not into ſuch, as 
they eſteem noble, And indeed, they cannot well do other- 
wiſe, without danger of degradation, one of the reaſons, far 
the depoſicion of Errick King of Sweden, Uncle to Guſtavus 
Adolphus , being the undervaluing himſelf in his marriage 3 
and if the Emperour , or Nerthery Kings , conferr honours 
upon any of their Subjes, not of ancient decent, they ſet- 


 domelaſt longer ineſteem, than the firſt Generation, the ia- 
milies of theſe Countreys being ſo ſtated, as makes it almoſt. 


impoſſible , upon any account to introduce a new laſting 


Race of Geatility , ſave thatin Swedes they havein theſe 


latter agesallowed a general command in. their Armies, the 
faithful and prudeat diſcharging the employment of 'an Am- 


baſlador extraordinary , or the eleRion- inte: the Senate," - 
of new 


which conſiſts of 40 perſons, - to be a good original 
Nobility or Gentry. -In the United Netherlonds, the Gen-" 
tlemenare much upon the ſame. ore” , except tharin 


marriage. ( tor good fortunes) they would mix -but-thar- 
the trading party > not —_ Gentility , withour pro- 


le portionable 
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por:ionable eſtates, ſeldome, or never , willingly do ie, 
And from hence it is -( in a great part ) that Gelderland,, and 
Overyſſel, two Provinces that abound -in number of Genery, 
are ſo poor , whilſt Holland, Zeland, and Frieſland, the firſt, 
and laſt, having fewancient Gentry ; and the ſecond, none 
but the Prineof Orange, are fo rich, France is not (o trit- 
ly tyed upby theſe rules, as the preceeding Countreys are, 
their Nobility marrying any where for money, - as the Neices 
of the laſt great Cardinal ſhews , beſides that they alloy of 
eſtates got by Trade, to be landable foundations for new 
raiſed Bmmilie ; in both which principles, they are ſurely 
wife, and thrive the better, whilſt other Countreys are kept 
low-by'their contrary praftices z for were it not for the bene- 
fitthat that Conntrey reaps by the incouragement whichis 
given there unto Trade, itwere impoſſible for them to ſub- 
fiſt under their greatburthens ; but no people-comes ſo near, 
the Englſb , in the chief of theſe circumſtances, as the wiſe 
Fenetians, Genoveſers , Lucre(ers . and the Florentines , who 
all allowing the exerciſe of Traffick in their Nobtlity and 
Gentry, reap the benefit of ſuch Prudence, as appears in the 
three firſt, exceeding their Neighbours much, in proſperity 
and weatth ,-and-the Prince and People of the laſt , being 
abundantly the better by it-z for were it not for their princi- 
pleof Commerce, incouraged by ſome Liberty in Conſci- 
ence., connived at in Leehorne ( the only Port-Town of 
Trade ander that Prince) the people would be as poor, as 
they are thin, not able toliveunder the ſeverity of that Go- 
vernment : but if theſe inſtances be not ſufficient to prove 
the profit that accrews unto a Countrey, by a trading Gen- 
try., there needs no further travelling for demonſtration, 


than England, where before the reformation of Religion, that: - 


Gentlemen had:idle Conventsto put their younger Sons into, 
Frade was thereſo ſmall, -that the Cuſtoms amounted nor to 
k2e0d4, per. 4, whereas they arenow, ot have been-lately, 


and Secondly, tha. Trade bath been much increaſed, by 
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corrupt Practice , having a great ſhare in impoveriſhing. this 


| G5) 
taking younger Brothers off from their loathfal way of-1i- 
ving, and applying them , with their Patrimonies co Trade, 
and Commerce, Theexperience of this, may reprove thoſe, 
who both in * diſcourſe, and writing , plead for the + £ 
vain ancient cuſtom of Idlenefs, in the younger bro- *.5'* of 
thers of Exelend, as if they pines being their el- Fs _ 
deſt brothers ſervants, with the priviledge of fil- 435-435, 
ling up the- lower end of their Tables, before the: preſent 
laudable practice, and incumbant duty of induſtry, jnabling 
them tolivein equality with their eldeſt brothers, And 
ſurely , it is theglory , andnot ſhame of England (as our 
new pretendersto Politicks would have it) Ta by Com- 
merce, they have made themſelves ſo formidable in the 
world, whilſt all other Northers Countreys (the United 
Netherlands as to their Gentry not excepted) by their ſu- 
perſtitious adhering to their old cuſtoms, are ſo inconfidera- 
ble, And certain it is, that Engleyd could not have had 
thoſe great things to have boaſted of at Sea, as now they 
have, nor could they ſtand before their Neighbours , wete 
it not for Traffick , which is the onely thing that makes a 
Countrey rich ,-----Law, and Phyfick , by great Fees, and 


Nation, but none in the inriching of it, fees.co both Profeſ- 
ſions being in all other Countreys very moderate, compaired 
with Zvglend; a Phyſician, innoother place , having fora 
viſit above 184, flar, exceptat Venice, ' whereitis 2 5. 6d. 
and in ſome places, asat Newport, and Liſe, in Flanders, 8c, 
but 6 d, and even at Amſterdam, andat : Antwerpen, the firſt 
equal toany place for wealth, and the latter next :confidera- 
ble, not above 12 Stivers, which is: about 13 d.] and Law- 
yers'2 5, 6, d, fortheiropinion, and as muchan hour, fora 
buſineſs that requires long conſultation and work, much of 
their pleading being caſt into that price ſo that Englavd 
may be reckoned to exceed in their. fees.to bath Profeſſions, 
cen times the rates of other Conntreys;. ,Burif: the benefie 


_ of Commetce benot ſufficient toiconvince:the enemies of 
trading Gentlemen , peradvencure the'impoſiibility.of: re- 
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(6) 
ducing the Gentry and Nobility of Z»glavud, to the mode of 
Other Countries, without utter ruine* to'them, : may do it, 
and therefore, they. may dowell to confider, that to anſwer 
Other Countries in their Rules, - | - 

Firſt, All the Families of the Gentry muſt be (o ſtated, as 
that no way (not even by deſert ) may be left for increaſing 
the number of them. - 


Secondly, None deſcended from them, either Males or 


Females, muſt marry any but ſach as are of thoſe Families, 
Thirdly, None of their Sons muſt be bred to any Callings, 

either the Miniſtry, Law, or PhyGick ; nay, nor be Court- 

- Officers, except ſuch as they account Noble : ( which 


are not many, Secretaries not being in that number) they 


reckoning all Callings a debaſement of Gentility, as well as 
Trade z and he that marries with the daughter of any pgrſon 
of a Calling, to deſerve the puniſhment of degradation; 
And therefore, ſhould Trade be maintained in Ezgland, in 
fuch a way, as the riches got by ir, would remain in the 
Trading party, the Gentry would conſequently be poor, 


compared with the Trading-Families z and as honours and 


?eſpe& will follow Eſtates, ſo the Gentry would be little re- 
earded, whilſt the Traders would carry away all Iatereſt, 
and eſteem in their Countries, as the Trading- Families of 
Hollani do at preſent, from the poor Gentty of Gelderland 
and Overyſſel, two provinces of the United Netherlauds. 
But if theſe new Startiſts ſhall ſtill defire the want of Trade, 
with poverty, rather than riches, with the praRice of that 
they call the debaſement of Gemiility, ' they ought farther to 
conſider, that the Caſe of Ewgland is not the ſame with other 
Northern Nations.z for Denmark , Sweden, and Poland, be- 
ing all upon the ſame Principle, of deſpifing Trade in their 
Gentry, arealike poor, wanting Commerce, and ſo under 
the leſs danger one of another : But Exg/and, having rich 
and potent Neighbours, Trade is abſolutely neceſſary. for 
their preſervation, ir- rendring them equal in power, both 


at Sea and Land, to their great and opulent emulators ; (o - 
that. in: true [Zxglifh, they. that plead for leſs plency inthe 


Peo- 
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(7) et” oy 
Peopleof England, do noleſs in effet (though in Charity 
I will hope they think nor ſo) than argue for expoſing them 
as a'prey-to their enemies ; but theſe. principles are,nor 
ſtrange in them, who, in pleading for keeping the people 
low, ſeem to have loſt all Natural affeRion to their Coun- 
frey , in accuſing the Commons (by which I ſuppoſe is 
meant the Yeomandry of England, who, without 
oſtentation, may be called the beſt of their kind $7 
in the world, the Peſants of other Countries be- — 
ing Brutes in Religion, good Nature and Civill- 
ty , compared to them) of being the courſeſt Bran, 
and the worſt of People, ec. ſaying, they are fo dif- 
caſtefull to their Gentry, that they wiſh their Countrey 
lefs plentifull, or more burthened with Taxes, as the way to 


refine the manners of the Common people. But, although 
the Competitors with Zxgland in Trade, may be glad of he 


" ving a Confeſſion of Pride, Inſolence, and ill Conditions in 


the Egliſh, from one of themſelves, to make uſe of abroad, 
for their own advantage, and to the prejudice of the Engliſh 
Nation ; yet if it be believed by any that know England,they 


muſt have changed their obſervations of it, that people, Þ«* 


ving never lain under ſuch a cenſure untill now, that itis 
clapped ppon them, 


untruly, maliciouſly, and imprudently n 
by, I may ſay, adegenerate Countreyman, .wi0, 1 his re- 
proaches, ſheweth little: of that natural afeion, thateyery 
one oweth to the Land of their Nativicy,. nor ſuitableneſs to 
the Care his Majeſty and Council take for promoting Trade; 
by ſeveral Councils appointed to that end, but what uſe ſo- 
ever Forreiners. may make of theſe accuſations againſt the | 
Enzlifh Traders,.and Merchants in other Countries; 1 ſup- 


' poſe the new Philoſophy of Poverty,and the trans- |, . ... 


plantation ofall Non-conformiſts, called the SONS ' gngtand. 


of Bellal, ( theready way to penury ) being beſt for - 
a Nacion, will have but few diſciples, £8 thouglt all is 
thought-ro be made good, byaccuſing the People of Exglind 
of want.of that humble reſpe&, and awtull.1everence to the 
Nobilicy,. Geatry, and Clergy, that is due to them, thoſe 
towhom the Commons of. Exg/avd are. not. ſtrangers, — 
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(8) 
that. they ate not wanting in good natare, or due ob- 
{ervance_ to any, of the rhree Otders, where there is 
Juſtice, and not Opreſſion, in the two firſt, nor Cruel, 
ty, Ignorance , Profaneneſs , or Debanchery in the laſt, 
for although Grearneſs. may procure Fear, nothing but 
Virtue, Honeſty, and Juſtice, can Love, and true Reve- 
rence, It may well be queſtioned, who it is, that 
the men of theſe principles aim to gratifie by 'them ? 
for nothing can be more prejudicial to his Majefty , than 
publickly to maintain , That Plenty in his people, is in- 
confiſtant with Peace and good Order in his Governmenr, 
or that reducing the people to a complaining condition, 
is the way to make them happy , as this Gentleman in- 
finuates. 4 
This ſarming digreſſfion , is neceſſitated, for Trade be- 
ing the true and chief intrinfick Intereſt of England, with- 
out which it cannot ſubſiſt, thus much could not well 
be avoided, in the making out, that as well by ſome 
Conſtitutions and Cuſtomes, as by its Native Commo- 
dities and Conveniencies, it fo far excells all other King- 
dotres and Commonwealths in worldly advantages; thar 
Providence may be ſaid to haveleft nothing more to the 
People of EZxgl/and to do, in order to their earthly feli- 
City | deſting of its the marter of Trade being na- 
turally ſo prepared and fitted for them, that it may even 
be 2 reproach to them, not to advance Trade , though 
no greac glory to do it; mthing, except ſome accidents 
extraordinary, or violent obſtragions, ( as impoſing upon 
Conlcience, &c-) or want of goodT.aws, or the execution 
of them', being capable of hindering the. increaſe of ir, 
And new , asirom the growth of Trade , there doth natu- 
rally ariſe, notalone richesto the Snbje@R, rendring a Na« 
tonconfiderable ,, bur alſo increaſe of Revenue, and therein 
power and ſtrength to theSoveraign ; ſo it is the nadonbred _ 
Iatereſt of . his Majeſty, . toadvance and promote Trade, by 
removing all obſtructions , and giving it all mannerof in- 


. 
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As Firſt , By leſſening the over-great impoſirians: vpon 
Native Commodities , and upon ſuch; aSare nocuilirity wn. 
ported to be manufaRured in Zngiavd, orto beagain nan(- 


ported, | 1 FD 
odities tobe | 


, 


Secondly, By cauſing the Native:Comm 
faithfully and cruly. made, and ordered. 1 26 
Thirdly, By laying all Compames open , or at leaſt,” by 
leaving them free, for allto come into them thar: pleaſe, 
without fines, more, than a {mall acknowledgement, tying 
them in ſuch caſe, from burthening their own. ManufaQures 
with Taxes , as they uſually do- for the raiſing money :to 
{ſpend profuſely and wantonly:: what objections may be made 
againſt this general-rule, in reference to the Exft-Indrs 
Joynt-Stock , I know not but this I am ſure may be ſaid 
for it, that the Hollanders, driving their Eaſt-1ndia Tradeby 
a Joynt-Stock, is no argument for Ezeland todotheſame - 
for they having by the publick. purſe of the Company, pour- 
' chaſed and conquered ſeveral Covntreys , and'petty King- 
 doms, which ingageth them often in Wars with their 
Neighbours, and neceſfitateth them to keep up a ſtanding: 
Militia of 30 or 40000 men; with many. Garrifons,. and a00: 
4 or more Ships , equipped as well for Men ob War ae , 2s 
| for Merchants ufe z the carrying on of ſuch a Government, 
and defraying the charge of it, isno otherwike teaſable, than. 
by a Society and Joynt-Stock, the maipeaining of their-pro- 
priety being impraRicable by an open Trade; bur che caſs. 
not being the ſame with Z»glavd,. they having! nothingins- 
propriety,ſave theinfignificant Caſtle ot St, George, upan the 
3 Coaſt of Cormandel,their Trade beingall by FaQories,theve is 
x not that reaſon nor neceſſity-upon them. for aJoynt-Stock, as 
upon Hollaxd: and Societies, inreftrainingthemumbey, boat 
of Buyers of the Native,and Sellers of Porein:Commodities, . 
muſt conſequently tend to the: abating the price'of/ 
and inhancing the rate of :the- latter; nothing being'mo! 
plain to reaſon, than thac the fewer. buyers ok Native Com- 
modities, the cheaper they: muſt: be3/as che; fewer: ſellers of 
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(10) | 
priceof Native Commodities ,- and rriſeth the price of Fo- 
rein, 'muſt be againſt the Intereft of a Nation : and therefore 
the Netherlanders , who certainly underſtand the Intereſt of 
Trade, equal.to any people living , though by making the 
Intereſt of Trade matter of State, they have an eye of regu- 
lation upon it, yet admits of no reſtraining Companies, as in 
England, except in their E«ft and Weft-India Trades, where 
they have great poſſ&ions in propriety. 

Fourthly, By carefully proteRing Merchants abroad, from 
the wrongs and injuries of other Nations, 

Fifthly, By making the transferring bills of debt good in 
Law, itbeing a great advantage to Traders ( eſpecially to 
young men of ſmall Stocks) to be able to ſupplie themſelves 
with mony, by the ſale of their own bills of debt, 

Sixthly, By conſtituting a Court Merchant, after the ex- 
ample of other Countries, to prevent tedious and chargeable 
Sures in Law, taking men off from their buſineſs, and in 
making the advancement, and proteRion of Trade, matter 
of State, 

 Seventhly, By having Regiſters of all Real Eſtates, as is 
pony peoſtilec in other Countries, and in this, within 
the Jurildigion of Tawntern, which in a natural way , will 
abate thelmereſt of money, and make Purchaſes certain; for 
itis nolittle prejudice and blemiſh to £»g/42d, thar of all the 
Countries in E#rope, there is none, where Purchaſers , or 
Lenders of money upon Land, are upon ſuch uncertainty in | 
their dealings, as in England, 

— Eighthly, By raking away all previleges (except of Par- 
liament) from perſons and places, tending to the defrauding 
Creditors of their debts, and extending the Statute of Bank- 
rupt, againſtall perſons not Trading, as well as Tradets, it 
being but equal Juſtice, that all men ſhould be alike liable 
to the payments of their debts. 
Ninthly, Banks (not Bankers, but) ſuch as are in uſe at Ye- 
nice, Amſterdam, and Hamburg, where the ſeveral States are 
ani keeping particular accounts of Caſh, for all men, de- 
bring it,” are of-greatadvantage to Merchagrs and Traders, - 
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(46) 


in ſecuring their monies from- many-caſualties, and making 


receipts and payments, ſpeedy and eafie, beſides, ſo certain, 


without the danger of lofing acquitrances, or by death, or 0- 


 therwiſe to be jin'want of witneſles,2s takes away all occaſtons 


of ſuits about them, Bank accounts being allowed for undenia- 
ble teſtimonies'in Law ; but of theſe, I confeſs there are no 
thriving and flourithing examples, ſave under Republicks, 
Tenchly, By making Free .Ports ( which England of all 
Countries in Ewrope, is moſt proper for ) giving liberty to 
Strangers, as well as Natives, apon payment of a (mall duty, 


to keep Magazines of goods ready for tranſportation to other 
Countries, according to the encouragement of Markets 


abroad, are great increaſers of Trade and Navigation, afid 
ſo of riches; as appears, not only by Helland, which is a 
Commonwealth, bur alſo by St. Hallows, under the Mo- 
narchy of Frazce, and Leghorne, under that of Twskanie ; 
the firſt, for its bigneſs, which contains but thirty fix Acres 
of ground, being the richeſt City in France; and the lat- 
ter, all the places in that Princes Dominions, which, com- 
pared to former times, can truly be ſaid to flouriſh, | 
Elevenchly, Making buſineſs at the ſeveral Offices for 
Cuſtome and Exciſe, and in all other places, as eafte, and 
as little vexatious as may be, in employing ſuch. perſons of 
honeſty, integrity, and: diſcretion, as will not” abuſe their 
truſts, no more in inſolency than falſeneſs,-1s a great encou- 
ragement to Traders; as alſo, making paſſing in and out of 
the Countrey by Strangers and Travellers, untroubleſome,'is | 
a motive and inducement: to them, to ſatisfie their curiolity- 
in viſiting the Kingdome, and ſpending their money in it, 
For to abjeR, that the incivilities travellers meet with: in 
going in, and coming out of France, hinders no reſort thi- 
ther, is more than can be proved ; beſides that, admit it is 
not, yet the like uſage in any other Countrey, would be a 
prejudice to it, and would be ſurely ſo to Fraxce, were it not 
the humour at preſent of this giddy age, to run a madding 
after them ; and certainly, the facility that is in doing bu 
neſs in Holland, and the unmoleſted egreſs and regreſs 
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(12) 
Strangers and Travellers meets with there, is a great benefic 


ro them, FIRE 

Twelfthly, Would the Trading Corporations, chooſe af- 
car theexample.of London, and according to their own In- 
rereſts, and reaſon of their inſtitution, their members for 
Parliament out of themſelves, the Intereft of Trade would 
probably. be. better underſtood, and faithfullier proſecured 
than ic 1s, and it cannot but. be a prejudice to Commetce, 
thar-they generally ſend Courtiers, Countrey-Geatlemen, or 
their Recorders, to Parliament, who will be ſure to prefer 
their parricular Intereſts before. that of Trade, it being na- 
rural. to all men, to.ſeek their own profit, before. that of 
others, | 

Thirteenthly, As £xgland hath. ſome beneficial Cuſtomes, 
which other Countries are-ſtrangers unto, (© it hath others, 
8s prejudicial, not known to Fotrein Governments; as the 
greatexpences of Corporations, undoing many Citizens and: 
Fown(men.z a. Freeman of. Tort, ot Seuthampton, not being 
ableco go through all their Offices, according to Cuſtome 


and expeRation, in the firſt, under ſeven or eight hundred 


pound, and the latter, fix or ſeven hundred, which may 
well-bejadged one cauſe, why Torkis ſo poor, and the other 
thrives.no better.; andthe. hke obſervation may-be made of 
the moſt. of. the. other Corporations: The great charge.of 
Sheriffs of the Counties, hath decayed, if not ruined many 
Families; and the expence of Barriſters, at their Readings, 


js. a provocation. to them, to increaſe their tharking, and 


rowi the people ; all which. bad effes, ere to be 
.. BEAN ſo far as taking away theſe unneceſſ2- 
r_—_ will do it. : for Tam not of their. opinion, who 
think popular feaſtiags and: good fellowſhip, called Hoſpi- 
tality. to be the Intereſtof the Nation, becauſe-it conſumes 
the- growth of the-Countrey ; but.on the.contrary, that it is 


% 


alrogether. againſt. it: : For, beſides the provoking of: the. 


bd * 


Tadgements of - God: by ſuch inordinate living, Exceſs. 


weakens. mens-bodies, ſpends vainly their time, dulls. their 


wits,: and;makesrhem uafit foraRionand buſineſs, which is . 


the-.chief advancer of any Government, and to ſupply the 
+ ED © want 
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» tenderConſciences, thar hath adyanced them, nc 


iz) L 
want of peopſeiaany Tand; by a tiotois waftivg the growth 
of it, is at beſt, but a bad effe&, of a bad cavſe, and arnſt 
thar rale which fotbids doing evil, that good may conte'of 
it; and therefote, the true latereſt of any Country js, byim- 
maniries, priviledges, and liberty of Conſcience, foroth- 
-courage, andencreaſe thenumber of people; us they ma 
rather be [in a ſober way of iving) too many, than too fe; 
for their proviſions : and we do find , that in fortner times, 
when Hoſpitality was in England, much greater.than at pre- 
ſent, and that meerly inthe expence of their own proviſt- 
ons, without French diſhes , or much of either Spa#zſh or 
Fremh Wines, the Countrey was poor to what it now 
isz and that it hath been the encreaſe of the Trade and 


> F 


People of that Nation by Liberty and Priviledges, _— 


* 
” 


ro 
the rctrenching of expences ) this ſeems to be agreeable. to 
the principles of thar wiſe and great States-man, Sir Walter 
Raw'tigh, who ſaith, that taking away all ſuperfluous char- 
ges and expences, as well in Hoſpitality asin leſſening the 
fees, allowances, and wages of Miniſters of little fieceffir 
as alſo of penſions, rewards, entertdinments, and dona ies, 
tobe 2 laidable parſimony uſed by the Row#1s, ahd other 
well-governed States, EO: 

- But, fourteenthly, impoſing upon Conſcience, in mattets 
of Religion, is a miſchief unto Trade, trafiſcending all 
others whatſoever, for ifthe Traders and Manufa&torers be 
forced to fiye their Countries , or withdraw theit ftocks, by 
vexatious proſecutions, the having Nataral Coninioditiesin 


a Countrey, or no great impoſitions upon then, will fignifie 
little to the Prince or Peoplez, And-Liberty. of Co is 


nor only the Cottimon Intereſt of all the Naripo, bureſp 
ciatly of tis Majeſty, intfidt, II 
- Firſt, Byicheobligerh all his Subjedts equally to Hint, no 
mw having juſt cauferobe offfnded at atiothier mags liper- 
ty, flnce tie enjoyesthe'ſamie Hinifelf; 46d core particulate” 

> fie 6Bſigeth all the Non-canfortoifis to him, who c 
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gives them Liberty ; ſecuring thereby , inan eſpecial -man- 
ner , all the ſeveral perſwafions, from agreeing upon any 
thing , to the prejudice of their Common friend , whereas 
the Papiſts have, as others may have, other Intereſts, And, 
although a Prince, arrived to that height which is aboye En- 
vy, and all fear from abroad , may ſomecimes adventure in 
impofing in matters of Religion, it isnot in any kind ex- 
cuſable in them, thatarenot in ſucha condition, but that 
ſtands inneed, in reference to the potency. of their Neigh- 
bours, of the hearts of all cheir people, eſpecially in this age, 
when the large experience the world: hath had of the in- 
ſucceſsfulneſs and evil of it, hath made, (even) in the great- 
eſt Potentates,. a geeeral abatement therein, and now, when 
it istoo late, they grow weary of their rigour. The l:ſt Pope, 
as is affirmed , having diſlwaded the French King, from at+ 


tempting Geneva, when he thought to have 'obliged the- 


Church of Rowe , by reducing of it. Andohthar England, 
whilſt they have time, would be warned by.the miſerjes of 
others, to avoid the rock they have ſplit upon, Had the 
former Kings of Spaire uſed in any degree, the lenity that that 
Crown-at preſent practiſeth in their Netherlands, where 
now a known proteſtant may obtain his freedom. of ſeyeral 
Cities, without having his Religion enquired into , as at 
Bruges, Newport, &c, thoſe Countries had not been ſo thin 
of people , nor Spaiz ſo depopulated as they. are, nor yet the 
whole houſe of. Suftti ſo low, as it now ſeems tobe. Nay, 
had the Pope made formerly. ſo lictle uſe of his Inquiſition, as 
he dothar this time, . few places being leſs inquiſitive after 
mens belief, than Rox , where one may beas good as; he. 
will, and ſpend all his days without being proceeded againſt, 
either Eccleſiaſtically or Civilly , for not comming to, their. 
Churches , 7taly had had more people than. ie hath, -ang, 


% 


been more conſiderable. than it is.:. The. French could 
neyer advance by Maſlactees , of which , they are reckon- 
ed to- have had thirty.'or forty., at ſeveral times , in ſe- 
yeral .places, nor yet get forward in ; power and -great- 
S, , until | they laid afide:.Perſecution ; -confeſling , as 
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that he ſhould uſe. all: fweet. means poffible!tor”: 
draw them to.it, .yet {ince the experience of times paſt, had 
-fufficiently made; Fraxce ito know ;; that Religions: not to 
-be planted by the.Sword, but: (tauſe:hiown words!) that 
It is God alone that muſt tncline' the :heatt ,: and alluminate 
the underſtanding with his knowledge; he aſfured.them he 
would never .u{e. Violence in matters of 'Rejigion ,»and-to 
give that King his'due, :hentuly;mherited /themetciful good 
Nature of his-inco;nparable-Father,n; 1 to 217 
Secondly; It may 'beconeluded to be:the-Intereſtof the 
King and Kingdomof. Engtrid,- to grant iberty of Conſci- 
ence, . becauſe by a general conſent of Nations, liberty in cer 
- remonies, invented by men; ſeems:to-be accounted -neceſla- 
ry for-the' good of humane ſociety; | For I believel :may 
without. boldneſs: affirm: -that Exgtland 15, fingular 40 profes» 
cuting:them, whoare one with them:in/Dorine, for differ- 
ing only-in ceremonies, no'other, Chriſtian Chutch that: 
know of, doing:the like. || In Germany, the Lutherans have 
ſcarce, 'inany two Cities; dr: (Gonatries gi the (ameceremo- 
nies ;- Nwrenburgs, and Leipſiog:y having :almaf}as many as 
the Papiſts, and yet differ in: them - Hamborgebath fewer, 
-and Strasbyrg none atall; and ſoitis through-all the Zuthe- 
ran Cities and Countries in:the Empire , -and;yetagreeing 
in.Dodrinez -:their differing:/in- Eircumſtantidls»> make. no 
breach: of charity amongſt> them ,1a)chouginadl the; ſame 
Communion,” I have ſeen fome-receive ſkihding; as; orbers. 
have kneeling,” The Churchof:Rowe;iimebaii wing: the: 
inventions. ob men, in the' worſhip, of fſ@odgdrems:/ (their; 
Principles conſidered) $926 ravongliſy, zhtcok they: prof! 
rend to the affiſtance of an infallible Spirit z but for the R&r 
formed Chfirches, ['who dandfiprad tofny. fuchhelparo 
maintain-that the Lord:of Heavemand Barth 2yhgisſejec-; 
lousof: his: own worſhipy/-thasetibder i3he [1am ob ſeverely 1 
prohibired rhe':addingicay;)9r7 dimpipithing 08d little. Ps ; 
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what he had commanded , and under the Go'pet, gave nd 


. other Commiſſion , than to texch according to what he had - 


.commanded, that he hath left his Worſhip to the inventions 
of corrupt, : frail-man, inclinable above all chings to (uperſti- 
.tionand idolatry, and who are by nature, endlefly various 
In theirimaginations, ſegſe, and underſtandings, ſeems to be 
irrational, and to accuſe Chriſt, of not having been, asa 
Son, ſocareful of his Church, as Moſes, a ſervant, was of 
the Church of God under the Law : for had Chriſt intended 
tohave left his Church under a negative obedience in wor- 
ſhip, -making all chings lawful that he had not forbidden, 
the command had been as readily made, to-do whatſoever 
he had not prohibited, as it was co do whatſoever he hath 
commanded ; And that the Church of Rowwe, who pretends 
£0 Infalibility, ſhould not exa Conformity in Ceremonies, 
where there is an agreement in DoQtrine, as they do nor 
even in Rome it ſelf, ( where they might: force 1t, without 
prejudice to Trade, | having little 16: obſtruct ) there being 
in that City leveral Popiſh Churches, differing from one an- 
other in Ceremonies, and all abundantly from that proper- 
_— ly called the Reman Church, and yet agreeing in 
ad Arne. iDodtrige,! have publick toleration, without ex- 
vian Pop: © teptions's; and yet that the Church of . Exeland, 
1824 "Who pretends nor to infallibility, ſhould co their 

VdBg 443 \ ba6- 7 arm be rigid.in impoling them, upon 
thoſe that/agree wichthem, not only in Fundamentals , but 
malt material/points of Faich, Worſhip, and obedience, 
with puniſhment for-denial , 3} cannot conceive the reaſon, 
excepe withgat Cetemonies, to adminiſter! matter of em- 
ployment, in-paniſhing tender Conſcience, they think they 
ſhould be withourwork,.. ivany kind adequate to their great: 
Revenues, wndrhwc chep(idfead{ che confequent: of 'uſcteſ- 
neſs; - 2 352 3d canning 2ldthie 7; itt to 25m lis 2h 1 st 


_ © Thirdly; Liburey ofi©vgſtience co all Proteftane Non-. 


that iris abſolucely and indiſpenſiblyneceſfary., forraifing. 
the-valueofi Band; vpielia preſenvigmiſcrably: merngan 
= + low, 
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low, and. advancing the Trade and Wealth of 'the+King- 
OMe, | ks | 2 | 
Firſt, Becauſe impoſition. upon Conſcience, bi 


reſort of Strangers, and fo the encreaſe of ns Fer 


England is greatly wanting, coming ſo far ſhort of Holand 
in numbers, ( whereby that Province aloge, is: made-more 
conſiderable than all the other fix) that whereas thiey are 
calculated to have ſix Souls for one Acreofground, "Exgland, 
Fear, hath hardly one for ten, and the riches of - _ 
Holland, ander ſuch multicudes, as the proviſions HY Uo 
of their own Countrey are ſaid not to be ſufficient 

to.nouriſh above an eighth part of their People (all. the reſt 
being ſupplied by the Sea, and Trade with other Coun- 
tries ) argues Plenty of Inhabitants fro be a benefit to Fra- 
ding Countries, and Forrein Conqueſts of Plantations, ex- 
hauſting men and money, where there-is not an overplus of 


both, a prejudice which ought to be avoided. 


Secondly, Impoſicion upon Conſcience, drives the ſober- 
eſt, and moſt induſtrious ſore of Natives into corners, 
leaving tradeiato too few hands, and to a kind off people 
that do but rately mind it, amongſt whom, though there 
are ſome that get large eſtates, ic i$.not the thriving of a 
ſmall-number, but diffuſive wealth, that makes a Countrey 
rich. And, as moſt of the Corporations in England have 
declined in their- flouriſhing condition, fſince- many. of the- 
ſobereſt,and publick ſpirited Citizens and Townſmen, have, 
by the impoſition of Oaths they could not comply _— 


| been barredall ſhare in Government, ſo the influence wou 


have been the ſame, upon-the whole- Nation, had not His- 
Majeſty, wifely con{idered the-good of his Kingdome, in ex- 
preſſing his ſenſe for Liberty, and.in ſome kind; conniving- 
atit, Andif men, ſetting afide-paſion, would but ſerioufly 


remember, and-ponder theſad conſequence of ancient Popiſh\ 


Epiſcopal Perſecutions, in the- deaths (by- ſeveral- brutiſh 


wayes and torments-)- of: many millions of -precious Chriſti-- 


ans, in'France, England, Netherlands, Germany, the 4lpine. 


the 
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Vallies, Ttaly, and Spain, producing no-other effects, tha 
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the depopplating'ot the two aik:"and increafing the number 
of Diflenters in all the reſt, beſides the irrepairabte da- 
mage of this» Kingdorhe ,-in'their former” Bithops,. drive- 
ing the woollen Manufactures back into the Neth.rlands, 
( as the King of ' Spain had before driven them' in- 
to. England) by Perſecution, where they . have ever 
fince increaſed, and where they now remain, ſad Monuments 
to. this Nation, of the impolitick ſeverity of thoſe times, 
they could not but be convinced of the vanity and wi:ked- 
neſs of ſuch praRices, as well as of the civil prejudice they 
bring to Nations, indeſtroying of their people, and therein 
depriving them of the benefit of Induſtry, thinking charita- 
bly of that ſaying, which was anciently in yoge, and is ſtill 
in ſome places 'remembred, that when a Biſhop is created, 
the Devil enters into him, and makes him his Executioner ; 

which as it had its original in times of Popery, ſo it concerns 

their Biſhops only, 

. Fourthly and Laftly, As it is the King and Kingdome of 
Enplene! latereſt, to give Liberty of Conſcience to all Pro- 

teſtant Difſenters, ſo it is not only to deny it to the Papiſts, 

after the example of other reformed Countries, as Denmark, 

Sweden., ſeveral Princes in Gerwazy, and the retormed Can- 

cons, .1n Switzerland, but alſo to take care to prevent the 

growth of them, and that upon a civil ſcore ; as firſt, be- 

cauſe they own a forreign head upon the account of their Re- 

Iigion, 1n which, they are carried on by ſuch a blind zeal, 

as Cannot render them leſs, than Spies, and Intelligencers 

for that Intereſt, and ready upon all occaſions to appear for 

It, And even the wiſeſt Popiſh-States, acknowledge the 

reaſon of this principle, Sir Walter Rawlcigh affirming, that 

the Yepetians,as not holding it ſafe,to have any in their Coua- 

ſels, who have foreign dependance by Oath, Homage, natu-_ 
ral Obligation, Penſion, or Reward, when their Senate is 
Aſſembled, cauſeth Proclamation ( before ſhutting; of the 
doors ) 'to be made, for all Prieſts to depart, and he who in 
this Commonyealth, is called the Divine of the State (an 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, to be adviſed within matters of Reli- 


g10n 


; 9" 2. L.-4 —_— — WP. IS "oo" 
1 SRC no, TING OT RS av? 


bo 15+ 
* 
FOE... 


gion) 15 choſen ſuch gone, asis repatedahe leaſt 
BigorintharReligion, as in the memory of -fome living, 


 Padri Pauli, and after him Felgentzo, both Succeſſive. 

' \Ily performedthatofftice, and were eſteemed favqurers of the 

5 Reformation, andcorreſponders with Drodats of Genes, and 

: AifPapiſtsdarenottruſt their own Clergy in their Counſels , 

upon the account of their forreign. dependance, Proteſtants 
upon the ſame account, have nocauſe to truſt Popifh Sub- 
je&s in their Countries, longer, than until they that are now 
living , dieaway, and that they can breed their Children to 
the Proteſtant Religion +. Iam not ignorant , that there arc a 

; ſort of men, who, with the Author of that Book , Intituled 

| The State of England, feck to infule a beleif into the People , 

that the diſpenſing with the Laws againſt the Papiſts, 1s ne- 

: ceſlary for the prevention of perſecution to Proteſtant Sub- 

F jets , by their Popiſh Princes ; but the impoſers of that 

opinion, preſumes more upon ignorance, and cafle nature, 

1a the moſt of men, than upon any ftrengrh their is in their 
arguments: for thi: ſuggelted danger, mult reterr to Spary, 

Italy , the Emperour, or the French King ; and for the two 

4 firſt, they have by former Perſecution , (though not with- 

: out depopulating of their ſeveral Countries) left no Naive 
Proteſtants in them; ſo that however England ſhall deal 
with their own Papiſts, the King of Spaiz, nor the Pope, 
have any Proteſtant Subjects , to ule bertcr, or worſe, and 
for the few reformed Merchant-ſtrangers that are among E 
chem, they muſt (for their own Intereſt, in reference to i'Y 
Commerce) ſuffer them to enjoy a trading liberty, without | 4 
having their Religion inquired into, 'and more then that , 
they are never likely to have. And as to the Emperour, he 
we through facility of Nature , ated by the Church, Path 
(ro almoſt the ruin of himſclf, as well as his Proteftanrs) ſpent 
all his Reignhirherro in a greivous and ſore perſecution of the 
Reformed in his Heredicary Countries (having no power over 
them tn other places of Germany) for by it, he hath loſt a 

: Por patt of Hungaria,and in a fair way of loſing the ref, 
beſides that, he hath thereby much prejudiced: Trade ,, and | 
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lefſened His Feoplc ; foreventhe Proteftant Gentry and No- 


biliry, who, by birch, havegreat Immunicies,and ought nor to. 


be impoſed upon in matters of Religion, were (lately ) ſome 
forced to leave their Countries, and others who ſtayed, to 
entertain none but Papiſt Servants in their Familics, fo char 
England by no kind. of treatment of their Papilts, can increaſe 
the Emperours perſecution ( which is alrcady fo high ) of 
his Proteſtant Subjets. And forthe Frexch King, he cannor 
_ erſecute his Reformed, without breach of 
The neat of _ the Eject of Nantes (their Magna Charta ) 
* zoApillrzes and ſeveralother Laws, giving them as good 
| a right ro exerciſerheir Religion, as the Pa- 
piſts have for theirs, making tnem alſo capable of all civil 
offices , privileges, and preterments equal with Papiſts, and 
rhat npon conſideration of having 
The Editt of Nances, corf'®- been alwayes loyal and faithful to 
CE Aleks, the Crown, ſothar there 15no purtty 
andiy Lowis 14th, the8 July, betwixt the French Kings Arbitrary 
1643, confirmed In I" hreakingot his Laws, againſt the 
m:nt, 3' Aug. 1643. and 4- Eno hich 4 : 
gain confirmed by the ſaid rca ON C LNeMm, WHICH Nath) not yet 
Lewis 14th. this preſent Ki#*g, been torietred, and wich were made 
tes May, 1652, ( with acknowicdz.d gratitude ) for 
the preſervation of the reformed. Andre King of England, 
with the continued reaſon of h1z Laws ( witneſs tlie Maſſa- 
cre in 1reland ) his keeping and executing them againſt his 
Papiſts, bur furgher, thoſe ct:at obſerve any thing of France, 
muſt conteſs, that that King, in matters of Religion, regards 
no examples of others, or any thing bur his own' deſigns, a3 
in k13 preſent periccutioh of Þis reformed Subjects, he may 
well be judged to aime at the advancing of his reputation, 
with the Cihurch of Rome, as a means to help him forward 
in his aſpiring deſigns ; for but few years {ince, when the Pa- 
piſts werennder the moſt ſeverity in Er2/and, the Proteftants 
were under moſt libcrty in France, and now they cnjoy the 
greateſi liberty 1n Ezgland, the Reformed are the molt per- 
1ecuted in France : but beſides thoſe circumſtances, it cannot 
bux be ofeviJconſequence, and a lefſening unto Soveraignty, 
4 Scakely | | 0 
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(21) ES: 
to own th« having an eye to other Princes, inthe execution 
of their Laws, tornothing can be more diſhonourable to a 
Prirce, than tobe nnder the awe of Forreign Potentates in 
his. adminiſtration, within his own Domintons ; . but this 
Gentleman doth not alwaycs ponder what he writes, for 
whenl conſider his ſharpneſs againſt the | 
Presbyterians @&c. in England; calling State of England,pag.go, 
chem Muſhromes, Tares, and the Sons of '** 5%: 
Belial,infinuating the tranſplantac1on and extirpation of them, 
I cannot but wonder he ſhould have ſo mnch concern for 
the Reformed abroad, who are the ſame with the Presbyte- 
rlans of Ezgland, and therefore muſt judge it to proceed from 
favour totizePapilts, towards whom, heſo tenderly avoids 
all reflections and ſeverity, as if he thought the revolt of a 
Presbyterian, &c. to Popery, to mctir a pardon from tranſ-' 
Plantation cr extirpation, and not from any kindnefſe he 
can have for tie Proteſtants in other Countreys., Nor do I 
know how to reconcile hi; boaſting of ti.e tranſcending 
Charity of the Church of Ezglard towards other Churches, 
with his accuſing them of looking upon the Non-contormiſts 
of England as Baitards, or making no account of any otter 


| Intereſt in them, than a man makes of rhe Vermin which 


breed out of his cxcrementitious ſweat, or thoſe Aſcarides, 
which comcs ſometimes in his moſtuncleanly parts ; bur for 


ſuch homely expreſſions, ſurely the Church of England will 


not think themſclves beholding to him, no more than for 
rendring them {o charitable to thoſe that differ fron them 
both in DoArine and Diſctplire, as thePapiſts do, who are 
the Church be muſt mcan, and ſo uncharitable to thoſe that 
agrce with them in all material points of Dodrine,. and 
differ only from them incircumſtantials, as the Non-contor- 

miſts do. 2 Re, FR ww 
Secondly, . The growth of Papiſts in Zzgland, ought to be 
prevented, becauſe there is a kind of natural unaptneſs to 
bulineſs in that Religion . {compared tothe reformed ) .as 
Italy and Sparn, where they are the greateſt Bigots, do cvi-. 
dence; beſides; thatthe ſame (gems to be made good 4n 
6 > Ee D .; RL hu Eng, 
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Exeland, in dhat ior ene Pa pit firanger of buſiceſs. that is in it 
there is ro be fifty Proceſtanes,or more, though, Licar, 
tharthe difference in the number of the one and th'other Re- 
ligion, is noe much, and the fewer idle, and unprofitable per- 
fons any Country hartr, che more profperous it muſt needs be. 
Thirdly, Becauſe thevaſt ſums of money that goour of 
England, fer by Papitt*, to ſuck uſes, as rtkey call pious ; 
for puting young Gentlewomen unto Nunneries, and breed- 
ing Gemlemens {ons imPopifh Schools and Untverſities, ts 
a grcat imporeriſhing' of tic Nation, and lo a prejudice ro 
Trade, the School ar Sr, Omers having teldome le(s than an 
hundred and ewenmy Engliſh yourhs, and the Colledge at 


Doway, eighty or more Seudents, beſtdes their other Schools, 


Univerfttics, Convencs, and Nunneries, fcattcred ovey all 
the Popiſhterricories, (founded on purpole to encreaſe that 
Intereſt iter England', corrupt, and pervert their Gentry ) 
which are too many to enumerate. 

And laſtly, Becauſe the multicude of lazic Preiſts and Fe- 
fuits, fent as Emiſſaries, to ſeduce Proteſtants, and encou- 
rage Papiſts in their errours, are a vaſt charge to thofe of 
that Religion, andinthem, to ttc Nation, without con- 
criburing any thing to the good of mankind : And if the 
French King thinks it his Intereſt , tn order to the rendring 
himfelf Prote&or of the Romeſh Religion, to ſuppreſs Lis 
Proteſtant Subje&s, who, by'Law, have artizht to Liberty 
of Conſcicnce, cqual with the Papiſt*, who own no other 
Head bur their Native King, aud. who were fo faithful ro 
him, that when xeduced'to the greatrcſt ex:remities at Rochel, 
and' forced to implore the afhiitance of Englaxrd, yet would 
never depart from their Allegtance, in putting themſelves 


2 tinder England, when ſollicited ro ir; The King of England 
_ hath Lach more reaſon to think it his Intcreſt, inorder to 


his fafety, and making himſelf Head of the Proreftane Par- 
King |Zimes his Pro. TY, t {uppreſs che Papiſts, who own: another 
ead, and fo have a.Foretgn IntrefÞ ,, and 


16D. and.the preamb. FE | # . - b 
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if contrary to them in:Religion, never joyning with fuch, — © 
bur upon Selien for rhemſclves, won) ap ye on = 
and Pcople, Rebellion, or any thing elſc, which they judge 
may tend to the propagating of their Religion, lawful, in 
the caſe of ſuch as they call Heriticks , as thoſe who have 
7 converſed with Papifts abroad, where they ſometimes ſpeak 
U their hearts, and own their principles, do know, as weltas 
' the Gun-powder Treaſon, the Mallacre in irelavd, and the 
many plors in Queen El:zabeths dayes, ( which cannot be 
forgotcen); do-ſufficiencly witnefs : In contemplation where-. 
ot were (Et fuppote) made: thale wile Statures, _ E 
enacting that the Popiſh Recuſanrs , (hall 35 Fx c.3. 3 
be reſtrained to their private Houſes in the 5 - (ni 
Countrey, and not at any time after to pats, or remave above 
five miles from tirence, npan pain of torfeirnre for lhite,of all 
lands, goods, and-chaitels; That noncof chem, convited, or 
ro be convicted, ſhall remain within ten miles of Lox- 
A don, nor come imo the Court, or Houſe , wherehis Ma- 
juity, or Heir apparent ſhall be, nor have in their own hon- 
ſes, or inthe hands or poſteſſion of any others, attheis dif- 
polition, any Arms, Gun-powder, or Ammunition whatſo» 
ever; and by the Book of Thankſgiving appointed for the . 
ttth.ot Nouemder, ſer forth by King James and the Parha- 
ment, ic is enjoyned-to pray uponrthat day, for the ſtrength- 
efiing of -the hands of the King and Magiſtrates of the Land, 
ro curoft with Judgement and; Juſtice, rhole workers of ini- 
A quity, the Papills, whoſe:Keligion is Rebellion , whote 
{7 Faich 15 Faftion, whote pradtife 15 the murthering of Souls 
En: and Bodies, andro root them:'our of the Confines of the 
Kingdome. +. "IS | 
: And _ {mcerhce Wiſdome of the Nation hachjadged 
ene Papiſts fo dangerous, it may feens ftranpe, -rhar puremp 
the Line it a | iaRhe Noncooferenſt: (houlg 
be thought a good rcaten. for the proſerntions of them , and 
be none againlt the ovher” of whoſe dangeroms Principles 
there hath! beew fach large experience; - ſore. obſeyvartons 
here may peradvenare bethougbrſtruinetang new; 2s thidt 


rhere . 


(24) 
thereis a kind of Naturabunapenels inthe Popiſh Religion to 


buſineſs, whereas, onthe contrary, amonglt the' Reformed , ? 
che greater cheir zeal, the: greater is ther inclinarions to ; 
Trade and Induſtry, as holding Idlencſs unſawtu], but cx- k 
perience in moſt places makes it good : as In Spain and 1taly, by 
no one City can boaſt of any great Tra de arlven by their Na- 


tives,the greateſt parc of their Commerce being carried on b 
Proteſtant ftrangers, Amſterdam aione,iiaving more Trade then 
all the Sea Towns of 7taly and Sparz tiave, pur togerher : but to 
come cloſcr tothe obfervatton; In Germazy, even in thoſe Ci- 
ties where tliey arc Papiſts, without toleration to any other , 
there the Reformed may be ſaid to carry all the Trade, as ar 
Colne, in other Towns. where they are Lutherans, with a 
blick coleration ro Papiits, which 1s denied to Calurmiſis, 
there the Reformed carry the Tradeclearly from both Luthe- ; 
rans and Papiſts, the latter having-little, as at Fraukford,up- 
onthe Main. Inother places, where the' Cities are halt Pa- 
piſts, halt Lutherans, without tolcration to any other, there 
che latter have the Irade, asat Augsburgh. In France, the 
Reformed, for their number, are the greateſt Traders, 
chough that people being looſer trom the Biſhop of Rome than 
Spaza or ltaly, are more given to Induitry then cither of thoſe 
Nations ; but yet, thatthe Reformed are by much the more 
Induſtrious, appears, in that they have no beggars amonglt 
them, though calculated ro exceed three or four millions of 
ſouls ; it having been obſerved by one that travelled France 
round and croſſed it ſeveral wayes, thar in all his travels in | 
ir, he never met with one Proteſtant beggar , and yer the 
mulcicudes of Popiſh, are ſuch, that ic hath upon tryal been 
tound, thatin going from the City of Rouen in Normandy,to 
the Proteſtants Church (cwo Engliſh miles and an halt out of 
by town) togive every begger but rhat which they call a double, 
BH {hardly the ſixth part ota penny ) will coſt a Lewis d'or , 
Þ; * whichts at kaſt 17 s. fferlizg.; Theſe Inſtances cannot be 
denied by any traveller, that hath been curious to enquire 
8 xnto the condition of theſe places ; and examples are the ſame 
2M 2nPoliticks, as ;cxperienceiis:in Naturals. Upon my own 
_ 3; | —_ 4 - ob- 
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obſervation hereof , being "inquifitive after the reaſon a- 
erſon of Quality , and Minilter of State to. one-of the : 
EleQors of Germaizy , with*whom I had the honour to 
be acquainted , granted tie rruch of rheſe things, bur 
went no farther for the Reaſon, than that the Religion 
of the Reformed , was an argument of. their Wit , ard 
that their Underſtandings made them the abler Mer- 
chants, | | 
And now, upon the wholc, fince it appears that Trade 
depends much upon liberty of Conſcience , the ſuggeſtions 
againſt ir, cicher from uncxperienced, or concerned Per- 
ſons, are nor to be regarded ; Country Gentlemen, bred 
oaly at home , to a Religion which cxa&s little from 
rhem, beſides, Conformiry tro humane Ceremonies, with 
oppolition ro every thing that 1s contrary , being*tena- 
ctous of tþat which' is 10 pleaſing and prareful to fraile 
Nature, are not generally competent Judges of this In- 
rereſt , nor yet any ſort of People, who, having ſpent 
rhcir daysin ſtudying Books, more than Men, or Things, 
employing themſclyes more in puniſhing render Conſci- 
ences for not obeying in the Vorſhip of God, the Com- 
mandments of men, than in the weighrtieſt duties of their 
Callings, as in ſupprefling Papiſts, 1gnorant, debauched 
and ſcandalous Miniſters, rendring their Actions thereby 
roproceed more from Selt-intereſt, than an enlightned and. 
{incese Conſcience, are not inthis caſe againſt demonſirati- 
1s to be harkened unto. _ 
- And indeed,it is a work moſt ſuitable unto Soveratgnty, the 
Grand-child of Hexry the great of Frarce, and the large ex- 
perienceof his Majeſty in Caſes of Religion in other 'Coun-, 
tries, to ſurmountall ſelfiſh oppoſition in this marter, tor the 
advancemenr of his own Intereſt, and the good of his peopke,” 
which whatſoever flatterers may.ſuggeſt to rhe contrary,are * 
bound up together. - / know that-the Enemies ro Liberty of: 
Conſcience,. doimpoſe upon the. world;: an appreheniton of- 
danger in it; burthe poſition hath no Foundation ipzeaſon, 
preitdents, or any thing elſe, fave a confident ragning Con, 
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{26 
oferuth , for their own et BY it no where appetting, 
that ever Protcftanes diſſenting from their National Church, 
heving Libcrcy of Conſcience given them, did riſe up againſt 
rheir King, or diſturbcdthe quiet of their Country, as thoſe 
of rhe Romeſh Ciurch have in all Ages , and Nations done, 
For as che Reformed Religion obligech irs Members to 
Worſhip God according ro 15s VV14ll revealed in his Word, 
ſo keeping good Confciences in that, ir teacheth them obe- 
dicnce to their Soveraigns, in civil commands. Ir is con- 
teſled, that theold yaldenſes, Subjcdts of the Duke of Savoy, 
have ſometimes fled ro Arms for detcnce of themſelves, 1n 
the excrciſc of their Religion ; but alrhough the advantages 
they have often had of their Princes, have becngreat, yet no 
{ſooner was evcr Liberty granted them, then they Jaid down 
Arms, returning again troobedience , 1n which they alwayes 
continued, until cheir Articles were broke , which (contra- 
ry to Faith) was frequently done: and the like cannot be 
denycd unto the Pro:citants of France, Hungary, and other 
places, whereas on the contrary, antient and modern Story , 
aford us plentyful tclations of thoſe of the Romzſh Religion , 
riſing up againſt their Kings, when they have had tul liber- 
ty 1h Religion, and noreſtraint upon them in their Worſhip : 
aswho were greater Inſtruments inthe Barons VWars in Erg- 
land , againſt their Kings, and inthechanges that followed 
thereupon, than the Church in time of Popery 5 were not 
the many Tragedies, acted anticntly in Scotlaxd, in ſuch 
times , whenthey were all Papiſts > Did not the Romeſb 
Catholicks in Fyance, notwithſtanding theirs was the Na- 
ttona{Religion | depoſe , and degrade, their lawful Sove- 
raien Henry the 4th. the Parliament of Tholosſe, in his ab- 
Wy ſence, arraigniog , andcondemning him to 


| Nuke of Rohan bis death, executing him in his Eftigtes by Har- 


_— quebuſhes ; none of which Traiterous and 
Rebelhous uſage, did thart great and excellent King (Grand- 
father of His Majeſty of Exgland) although he recovered 
all by forceof Arms , inthe Left revenge ; by-which gene- 
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queſt of his Country, the ft of | 
people, reconciling at once all the animofities and faftions , 
which had bees the product of rear forty years Civil wear; 


Arc they not Papilts in Sparzz and Poriugal , where, in our 


time, have been ſo many revolrs aad mutations, with the 
depoſition, or confinement of the preſent King of Portugal ; 
the late Confederates in Poland againſt their King , wereall 
Papiſts,and of a Countrey where Popery ts the National Reli- 
gion. The preſent French Kings danger in 1650, &c. was 
trom his Popiſh, and was delivered chicily by his Reformed 
Subjects. The Papilſts in Jrelazd had ( as none can deny » 
libercy for exerciſe of their Religion, exceedingly above 
what the Non-conformiſts had at that time, when they com- 
mitced that not to be parallelled bloody, and more than bar- 
barous Maſſacre in the year 1641. Nay, the ſteady great- 
neſs and quiet of Sweedew, is of no clder date, than ſince 
they caſt off Popery, pulled down their Biſhops,and embra- 
ced Proteſtantiſm, the Church, having been , until then 
the occaſion of much trouble unto that Kingdome. And 
none of theſe particulars, being deniable, the Papiſts can» 
not, without great impudence, boaſt (as many of them do) 
of their fidelity to their Princes , accuſing the Proceſtanes 

with want of 1r, and eſpecially fince if theſe ipſtances were 

nor enough to make good the aſlertion, vhac the Proteſtants 

are the belt, and Papiſts the worſt of Subjects,the like might 
be obſerved of every individual Countrey and Nation inthe 

Chriſtian part of Earope, in the times of Popery z but ſuppo- 
fing theſe to be ſufficient, I ſhall nor give my ſelf any farcher 
trouble, upon this point, or other domeſtick concern of 


England, but proceed to the external importances of that 


Kingdom. Ee | 

And farft, As the Foreign Intereſt pf a Nation looks out- 
ward, and in order to its good and preſervation , -regards 
the actingsand deſigns of forreign Princesand States ( eſpe- 
cially their Neighbours ) endeavouring to reduce them. to 


conqueſt of the hearts of all his 


that which:may moſt agree with their own-good dn ; 
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'foir is the Intereſt of the King and Kingdom of Ergland, to 
make uſe of the advantages their ſtrengrh and firuation gives 
them, in weighing the Imperial powers of Chriſtendome, 
keeping the ballance, by adding co, or diminiſhing from any 
ef them, as beſt ſuits with Juſttce., and their own Intereſts. 
And as undoubredly His Majeſty hatch done more than ary 
fince good Queen El:zabeth ( if for a ſhort time a ſort of 
peoplenot fir ro be remembred did nor the ſame) in hitting 
zpOEN his true Foreign Intereſt, in that triple League of 
which he was the Author, and tnto which he hath, wich ſo 
much wiſdom and prudence latelyentered, fcr oppoſing all 
growing greatneſs by Sea or Land, in che French , they be- 
ing alrcady too potent for their bordering Neighbours , fo 
conſtantly and effeually ro adhere chereunto, in joyning 
wich all ochers to that end; and particularly with $Sparn., 
with whom England hath a much more profitable Trade 
than with Frarce, is (according to preſent affairs) theſame; 
For ſhould Fraxce, by the acquiiition of thoſe convenient 
Provinces and Ports of the Netherlands, become-Competitors 

with Ergland 11 Trade (to ſay no worſe of them) the 
would, ta a ſhort time, make good Str 
Sir Walter Rawleighs .zpalter Rawleighs Character of them , in 
Exvinee Counſellor, being falſe, infolent, and.covetous neigh- 

bours, 

Secondly, AS England and the United Netherlands 
( which are, in ordinary diſcourſe underſtood by the 
name of Holazd, that Province, by way of eminence, 
iving denomination-unto the whole ) are the two great 
Maſters of Naval ſtrength, and ſeated with ſuch advanta- 
ges foraſliliing eachother, that whilſt a true intelligence is 
preſerved berwixt them, it is not in nature for all their ene- 
mies, combining together, - to prejudice either of them, ſo it 


45 the true Intereſt of England, to maintain a firm and per- 
 perual friend{hip and union with them ; and thar, 


Firſt, Becauſe as the Netherlands arc naturally ſtrong , ſo 


the 
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the ule of England, to give check to any aſpiring Prince ;. 
gnd beas invincible Bulwarks , againſt the' All-deyouring:- 
deſigns of rhe French King, ut being able ac any time, with | 
the countenance of England , todeliroy him at Sea, who. 


being brought down there, and ſo in his Commerce, will 
ſoon abate of his Power. at Land, and ſurely nothing 
can be more for rhe ſecurity of Europe, than to re-. 
duce the Naval Strength of that threatning King , with- 
in former bounds, for the world found , that until che Spas. 
zmiard loſt his Maritine force, 11 the year 1639. which he 
never after recovered , he maintained his delign for the 


Univerſal Monarchy , very vigorouſly , and never ſunk till 


then. 
Secondly, Bcauſe it is equally chcir Intereſt wich Eng- 


land, in rcference to their Navigation, to keep the Bal- 
lance berwixt the Northern Kings and Soveraigns, not ſuf- 
fering any of them to engrols that Sea, becauſe Naval 
Commodities coming thence, neither of them can be ſafe, 
longer than the Sea remains divided among feveral Prin- 
ces and States, whoſe general Intereſt ic can never be to 
deny them neceſ{aries for their ſhipping ( the chief Walls 
of their {evcral Countries) or a general Trade with them, 
as a Monarch, he being ſole Maſter of the whole, would 
peradventure, in ſome cafes judge ir his, and preſume to 
refuſe them all accommodations; and this principle , the 
States of Holland , have wiſely, in our dayes, ſeveral times 
owned, as intke years 1643. in ſiding with the Crown of 
Sweden , When the Danes would (had not the States aſh. 
ſtance been in the way) have run them down art Sea; as al- 
ſo on the concrary, 1n the year 1658, in taking. part with 


the Dazes, when the Swedes had otherwiſe done the like by 


them, by which means, both the Crowns are preſerved , 
and kept within tolerable limits and bounds. 


Thirdly, Becauſe that as Providence ſeems to have pla- 
ced them with conyeniencies for joyning with Epglazd , 1n. 
keeping all other Maritine Princes, or Powers in order, fo, . 


without any capacity of being dangerous to their Neigh- 
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| a” 
Neighbours, their Conſtitution being fuch, as will not well 
admir of any further acquiſts. | 

" Fourthly, Becauſe as England and Holland, are of one 
and the ſame Religion , ſave in ſome Ceremonies, fo it 
would be of great incouragement,and countenanceto all the 
Proteſtant Countries, to have a firm League betwixt two 
ſuch formidable Powers , of their own beleit, and as z 

great a trouble and diſturbance, to all the Popiſh Coun- 7 
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ſels. 

Fifthly, Becauſe the World having had ſuch large ex- 
pericnce of the happy ſucceſs of thetr Conduct, in being 
principal Inftruments in preventing the Houle of 4uftr:a 
1n thetr grand deſign for the univerſal Monarchy , and 
confequently, in the propagation of the reformed Religi- 
On, as well as ar ſeveral times, tin preventing both Daze 
and Sweed, from eithcr of them devouring the otker ; it 
were ſurely kigh impolity, as well as in ſome degree ingra- 
tirnde, to ſuffer {uch uſeful Inſtruments and Allies, to 
whom this Generation 13 fo much obliged, for their wiſe and 
excellent management oi the general Intereſt of theſe parts 
of Exrope,. to be deſtroyed. 

Tbeſe States I know have many Enemies, ſome envying 
their Trade and Riches, others their revolt from the King 
of =, as of bad example, and the Church of Rome, their 
eſtabliſhed National Religton, as that which is paſt ſhaking; 
but becauſe none of thele arguments can be plauſibly made 
wſe of againſt them by the Papiits, who dreads the conjuntti- 
oh of England with them, nor by thoſe Princes, and States, 
who afſifted them in their revolr, the grand realon for {ub- 
ducing of them, is made the | 4FOge of their Trade, which 
being deſtroyed, would be divided amongſt their Neigh- 
bours, loading them ſometimes untruly, with accuſations of 
unjuſt dealings, 'exaRtions, and falſeneſs ; to which I ſhall 
efily anſwer this, that although 7 have no cauſero become 
an Advocate for them, from any advantages or benefit re- 
ceived, yet having travelled their Countries, obſerved their 
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Manners, and? read their. Difouzes, and Tranſa ions with 
other Nations, think it but an A& of. Juſktce ro acknaw- 
ledge, that inthe generality of their Morals, they are are- 
proach toſome Nations, (and particularly, in fo little ufir 
that Art of over-valuing theirCommodities fn their felling to 
3 France, who ſo ſhamefully uſe and pradiſe it)and as to their 
j Treaties, and Alliances, atrer which 7 have been inquifitive, 
1 have ſometimes found them wrongfully charged with 
s .breach of Articles, and do nor find cauſe to.accuſe them of 
: having been inthe obſcervanceof Treaties, leſs candid, or 
: faichtu], than other Countries, and 1 cannot think, their 
Trade, or Wealth, (alrhoughl beleive that Holland ingly 
-raken, isthe richeſt ſpot of ground for its.bigneſs, that ever 
was ſince the.Creation) to.-be a good or honeſt Foundation 
.of a quarrel: for their Commerce being alone the cies of 
Induttry, and Ingenuity, it is no reaſon forany to be angry 
-with others, becauſe they excecd them in thoſe Yirtucs; bur 
beſides, that the deſtroying of the Netherlands, would be the 
ſhaking theſafery of theſe Northern Regions, the increaſe of 
Trade toother Countries, ſo much promiſed by ſome intheir 
deſtruction, would ſurely fail ; for were Trade ruined ip 
 Hollaza, as lels cannot be the effte&s of -Conqueſt and Slave- 
ry, the example and emulation of their Trade, which hath 
been the great increaſe of it in other Countries, being taken 
away, and Trade fallen to a fart of People of lets concern for 
ic, men would grow lazy and weary of Commerce ,every one 
thinking they did well, ſo long, as they were upon equal 
terms with their Neighbours ; 1o chat the ſubverfion of Hol- 
land, would: be no benefit toany, ſave to the French King, 
into whoſe mouth their Country would molt tal], who want- 
ting nothing for tte qpaking of him uncontroulable, but Ha- 
-vens and Ports ro harbour Ships ,, .nouriſh and breed Sea- 
-men, would find ſupply there, and whoſe Kingdome, being 
 over-ſtocked with People, would be able to ſpare men-to 
plant an un-inhabited Countrey, as would certainly be the 
fate of Holland, under a Conqueſt and Arbitrary Govern. 
; | | NENT. 
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ment,” as it hath been toall the free Cities in Tuſcany , and 
7taly, fince they loſt their Liberty ; . whereas Eugland want- 
mg neither Havens nor Ports, nor having an over-plus of 
people, It would be a damage to them in the loſs of their 
Inhabitants ,. and at. unprofitable Charge co maintain Fo- 
Tein Colonies , where the Seas muſt be pcrpetually crofled 
for ſupplying of them. with Men, Money, and ncceflaries ; 
tinſfomuch that the Wetherlands, under ſuch cixcumſtances 
as they would be reduced unto by ſubduing of them , 
would not be inthe hands of the Engliſh, ſo much tor their 
own ſccurity, as in theirs that now poſſeſs them, for re- 
{traint and freedome makes {o great difference in proſpe- 
rity, that leſs than Liberty, incouraging Trade and Induſtry, 
would nevcr. be able to maintain their Valls againſt the 
Sea, which are kept up with incredible Labcur, Charge, 
and Ingenuity, but expoſe rhoſe parts lying upon tte Sea, 
which are many times more conſiderable than all the reſt , 
ro be devoured by it, or 121d much under Water, and ſo 
rendred incon{iderable.. And the truth of this principle in 
thus much advancing the benefit of freedom above Arbitrary 
Government, which would be the lot of Holland under. any 
Curquerour , may be obſerved by the two Cities of yeſe!! 
and Meftrick, which whilſt inthe hands of the Spaniard, 
wcre without Trade, miſerable, wretched, and poor, many 
of the houſes of the latter being left in ruines by the lnkabi- 
rants, as wanting ability to repair them ; and now in leſs 
than 38-or 39 years, thatthe States have been Maſters of 
them, they are both become flouriſhing places , the latter 
being 1a a great part new built, with one of the faireſtand 
-beſt new.publick Town-houſe that is ordinarily met with , 
next” Am terdam, and : AuguFibourg in. Germany. But it 
there were not: theſe” Contiderations in the caſe, as well as 
that of the advantage. that the fall of Holland would be 
to. the. French, which alone is ſufficient ro engage England to 
4upport:them, it could no way be the Intereſt of England to 


-ruine them, to the end to encreaſe their own Trade. , 
becauſe 
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becauſe if their aims be coſy craffick, the world afforde matter enpugh 
to ſatisfie'both'Nations/ and char 4 harh fo mack the :advantabe 
of Hellaxd in natural helps for Trade; rhatifrheydobac-improve thery, 
they cannot miſs ofexceeding all others 1niic zand if rchey will-be care- 
Jeſs of their common concerns, they ovghe. nor co draw an' argumenr 
from their own negleQs and ſloth, for the-envying other mens aQtivity 
and diligence, 1. rn hz woe fl == 
And laſtly, ſo long as a firm Peace and amity is maintaived by. E- 
 Yland with the Aetherlands, they may. look upon them as-the our 
wo.ks , which muſt be firſt caken in by any invader that will actempc 
them, foras it never can be the intreſt , or in the power of Holland, to 
invade Eygland, (o their Intereſt in reference toRelision, as well as 
Civil ſecurity , will alwayes obliege them nor to ſuffer any others to do 
ir, or to endanger them , in whoſe ſafety they can only be ſafe , ic being 
'the clear ncere{t'of. Ezg/axd not to ſoffer ary. other Porentate to ſub- 
vert their Government : Sothat upon the whole, fipce the ſubduing.of 
Holland cannot be a beneficbur loſs ro Erglard,: ard may be of greac 
advartage to Frarce , and the Church of Rewe, againſt which chey are 
. impregvable Fortreſles; with ſome ſmaller profit ito other Popiſh So- 
veraigns bo: derivg bpot them ; as to the,EleQor: of Colxe, and Biſhop 
:'of ManFfer , &c, It muſi be the cheif Forreigh idntereſkof England to 
-ſupporr the preſent Government of Hollavd. 11 ay <4 Bo 
- Thrdlytcis the iotereft of Exg/ardto hold aig60d Correſpondence 
with Spain, por only becauſe tbat- People beivg lictle inclivable »- 
Commerce gives a Tradipg Counntrey the 'more advantage j» «hear 
"Friendſhip , bur alſo for char, that Crown is, neceſſarily xo-be-Pade uſe 


of, for the ballancing of Fraxce, - A OTREDE (7 

Fourthly, and lafily, as the French-King' Griverh for-the ProteRor- 
{hip of the Romiſh Profeſſion , ſo it is ſorely the King of "England's In- 
rereſt, to render bimſelf (wherein hecan have no oppoſition) the, Ge- 
neral ProteRor of of the ProteFantReligicn; whereby he will become 
more formidable, and glorions , then he cap;by. any other means: 
For as Queen Elizabeth, adhering thoronghly;and gordially to chatPar- 
ty; advancingthe Religioh, hotding.intelligepee; and. taking part with 
them in all their engagements, and conſiderable treaties ;| was-not oply 
able in the infancy of the Reformation in Exg/avd, to maintain the re- 
formed in Scotland; France, and the Netherlands, againſt rheir Enemies, 
their then ſeveral Soveraighs ,hutalfo, atlaſt ro;bring down: Phikip:the 
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ſecond of Spain (one of the wiſelt , and gfeateſt Kings they. ever had) | 


andin him, the whole Popiſh Party.;iby, which here *memary- is-made 
famovs unto poſterity; ſo his Majefiy having many leſs. difficulries,; 2 


fAcuggle with, thay ſhe had by eſpouſing the. ſame principles, coun 


- fail ofthe like glorious ſucceſs, . - 
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AKnTnow, to ſaiuprhe Doretak Intereft of Zndvard, it lyqthin 
E cheadrancometre of Trade , by etmoring al er Ou Cir 
= andiComnry, providing ſach Laws, as raay any way helpic , apd mike 
be ir moſteaſy, efperialty iv giving Liberty of ConſcienceTo all Protetianc 
Non-conformiſts , and denying itto Papifts; In not covering Foreign 
A Conqueſts, which have alwayes been prejudicial and can never be of ad- 
> vantageto them : and recrench the nnreaſonable Fees of Lawyers, Phy- 
b: fcians, and 'Officers,, as they are great impoveriſhers of the Nation : 
And as to the Forreign Inorereſt of Exg/avd, tbat may be calculaced, ro- 
be in keeping the'b atance among their Neighbours, and other Exrepean 
Princes; being in'erder therennto , ficm cotheir preſent cripple League, 
and inthat eſpectallyco Holland, in holding a good correſpondence with 
"oF Spain , and inbeivg zealous of all growing greatneſs inthe French , keep- 
bt ingzche Balcick Sea open, ip His Majeſties making himſelf ProteRor of 
: the whole Proteſtant party , and as Peace tsthe advancer of Trade, to 
 . ſeekir, andnotwar , except an inavoidable necefiity require it, And 
thus I ſhall conclude this Chapter, and init, the Intereſt of England, 
With begeing pardon of the Author of that Book, intituled, A Dif 
courſe of Eccleſiaſtical politie, for my Non-conformity to his Doctrine, 
which teacherh, That iris ſafer for a Prince to allow Vice and De- 
bauche y, than Liberty of Conſcience, whereby he prefers che breach 
ofthe ten Commandements, and that which the whole Word: of God, 
the Old and New Teſtament, che Law and Gofpel,ſo dreadfully threa- 
ns, and declares againſt , before that, which neicher che practiſe 
of or« Saviour, nor his Apoliles, nor any Textin Scripture forbids, or 4 
at leaſt virmſelfbeing Jadge , nor- poſitively, and indiſpurably, as they 
b” do the other \wherein, confeſs, /am ſofar from agceeing with him, 
IB as alſo1n many of his orher Failing principles, not much berter, thac 
bk Tthiok the Church &f Exgland hath reaſon to wiſh his Book had been 
3 writ by ſome of anotherQoar, andof a more remore relation to the 
Chrch then the Author is repured ro be, by reaſon of the advancage 
that their enemies may have, of drawing arguments from it, to prove 
_ their old Charge, that the power of godlineſs is ſo far from being held 
ou, inthe Lives, Converſations, and Principles of many of their Preifts, 
_ they rather ſeek co debauch, and make the people wicked and 
-provne. | 
This is all Zhave at prefent tolay of this Country, befidesadventur- 
Tug ww Prophoke, char when - Eugland, (negteRivg Church Politioks, 
Divini 


ciy are commonly formded-tn-pafſion,revenge, and ſelf,and Lamyors. 
ty/which is generally colleRed our of their own/Books, :*iore 


rh1as theBooks'of God ) will effeftually purſue their rue {mereſt, © | 
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